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Editorial

This is the thirteenth year that the branch has produced an Annual Report covering the

butterflies of Cheshire & Wirral and as in earlier years it follows a similar format.  As

always, a massive thank you is due to all contributors for the tremendous effort they have

made throughout this period – without that support the production of these Reports would

not have been possible.  This Report is freely distributed to all contributors, irrespective

of whether they are members of the Cheshire & Peak District branch of Butterfly

Conservation, and it is hoped that by distributing it by the time the earliest butterflies are

emerging it will encourage contributors to record during 2007.

Up-to-date recording information, including population trends and changes in distribution

levels, continues to form the basis for all conservation efforts.  Most importantly is the

fact that comprehensive data for the area is now available for the benefit of various

conservation organisations, including the Local Records Centre and Butterfly

Conservation.

The omens for a good butterfly year during the early months of 2006 were far from

encouraging with what appeared to be endless days of dismal weather.  There was,

however, a dramatic improvement that commenced in early June and continued for most

of the summer months in which a record 33 species were recorded in Cheshire.  No fewer

than 26 of these species were seen in gardens – mostly by participants of the National

Garden Butterfly Survey.  Data from the Tetrad Recording Scheme also revealed that

most butterflies had a successful breeding season, especially the Small Skipper, Large

Skipper, Peacock and Grayling.  In addition, there were several reports of rarities visiting

Cheshire including a Long-tailed Blue at Huntington, a White Admiral at Prestbury,

another White Admiral at Burleydam, a Silver-washed Fritillary in Macclesfield Forest

and a Camberwell Beauty at Ness Gardens.

The branch aims to distribute this Report as early as possible each year, either by post, or

electronically if requested by contributors.  This means that records received after the end

of December may not meet the publishing deadline.  It is hoped, however, that this will

not deter contributors from submitting late records, as these will still be of considerable

value in extending the database of the Cheshire Butterfly Recording Scheme – historical

records from earlier years are equally appreciated.  Recording forms for 2007 are enclosed

with this Report to all members who have submitted “paper” records in the past, although

these forms have not been enclosed to contributors who normally submit records by email.

As usual, all contributions should be forwarded to the under-mentioned:-

Mr. Barry T. Shaw (Cheshire County Butterfly Recorder),

87, Gleneagles Road, Heald Green, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 3EN.

tel: 0161 491 0753.

e-mail: btshaw@87glen.freeserve.co.uk
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EARLIEST  BUTTERFLY  SIGHTINGS  IN  CHESHIRE  &  WIRRAL

(2001 – 2006)

Species 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Small Skipper 9 Jun 18 Jun 7 Jun 6 Jun 17 Jun 11 Jun

Large Skipper 30 May 25 May 25 May 29 May 2 Jun 30 May

Dingy Skipper 10 May 24 Apr 23 Apr 13 May 23 Apr 6 May

Clouded Yellow 2 Jun 26 Aug 29 May 7 Jun 29 May 11 May

Brimstone 30 Mar 10 Feb 2 Mar 6 Jan 13 Feb 25 Mar

Large White 1 Apr 15 Apr 23 Mar 3 Apr 18 Mar 15 Apr

Small White 21 Apr 25 Mar 19 Mar 21 Mar 18 Mar 15 Apr

Green-veined White 7 Apr 31 Mar 17 Mar 24 Mar 18 Mar 14 Apr

Orange Tip 14 Apr 27 Mar 27 Mar 10 Apr 2 Apr 21 Apr

Green Hairstreak 1 May 4 Apr 11 Apr 16 Apr 21 Apr 27 Apr

Purple Hairstreak 5 Jul 30 Jun 29 Jun 5 Jul 19 Jun 17 Jun

White-letter Hairstreak 1 Jul 6 Jul 21 Jun 20 Jun 23 Jun 16 Jun

Small Copper 11 May 15 Apr 8 Apr 31 Mar 2 May 5 May

Long-tailed Blue - - - - - 12 Jul

Silver-studded Blue 26 Jun 19 Jun 15 Jun late Jul - -

Common Blue 13 May 5 May 7 May 25 Apr 25 Apr 5 May

Holly Blue 23 Apr 28 Mar 31 Mar 11 Apr 10 Apr 28 Mar

White Admiral - - - 29 Jun - 2 Jul

Red Admiral 21 Apr 11 Feb 15 Mar 1 Feb 1 Mar 1 Jan

Painted Lady 22 May 27 May 5 May 30 Mar 24 Mar 17 Apr

Small Tortoiseshell 13 Feb 18 Jan 23 Jan 15 Feb 29 Jan 17 Feb

Peacock 24 Feb 22 Jan 4 Jan 15 Feb 27 Jan 23 Mar

Comma 3 Mar 10 Mar 2 Mar 8 Feb 17 Mar 23 Mar

Camberwell Beauty - - 28 Jun - 19 Jun 9 Sep

Small Pearl-bordered F. 26 Jun 31 May 2 Jun 7 Jun 8 Jun 5 Jun

Dark Green Fritillary 22 Aug 6 Aug 17 Jul 22 Jul 9 Jul 6 Jul

Silver-washed Fritillary - - - - - 18 Aug

Speckled Wood 16 Apr 27 Mar 5 Apr 31 Mar 20 Mar 25 Mar

Wall 9 May 1 May 3 May 18 May 14 May 24 May

Marbled White - - 2 Aug - 23 Jul -

Grayling 4 Jul 18 Jul 14 Jul 13 Jul 11 Jul 15 Jun

Gatekeeper 28 Jun 20 Jun 24 Jun 28 Jun 22 Jun 23 Jun

Meadow Brown 12 Jun 1 Jun 31 May 6 Jun 7 Jun 3 Jun

Ringlet - 7 Jul 9 Jul 2 Jul 20 Jun 25 Jun

Small Heath 20 May 16 May 15 May 18 May 12 May 20 May
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MONTHLY SUMMARY OF SIGHTINGS IN 2006

January: 2006 could not have had a better start than with the sighting of a Red Admiral

in a Congleton garden on New Year’s Day.  Unfortunately, weather conditions for most of

the month meant that the only other sighting was of a second Red Admiral at Chester on

the 25
th

.  Later in the month the discovery of eggs of the White-letter Hairstreak at Styal

Woods was an unexpected bonus, especially as it represented a new 10km square record.

February: Poor weather throughout this period meant it was almost another blank month.

The only sightings referred to the Red Admiral with over-wintering insects at Wallasey on

the 4
th

 and Pulford on the 15
th

, plus a Small Tortoiseshell in a garden at Queen’s Park

(Chester) on the 17
th

.

March: There was little discernable improvement in the weather for much of the month

which must have left contributors wondering when they would see their first butterfly of

2006.  Not a single butterfly ventured out during the first three weeks until improved

conditions in the final week brought a flurry of activity.  It was not until the 23
rd

 that a

Comma was seen at Hough and a Peacock at Styal, followed by the earliest Brimstone at

more than a dozen sites on the 25
th

.  The first of the non-hibernating insects also appeared

during the last week of March with a Speckled Wood at Englesea-brook on the 25
th

 and a

Holly Blue at the same site on the 28
th

.

April: It was another frustrating month for contributors with cool conditions coupled with

a lack of sunny periods.  As a consequence it was not surprising that the few insects that

did emerge were all seen approximately two weeks later than normal.  The earliest Green-

veined White was at Astbury on the 14
th

; the Small White in a garden at Queen’s Park

(Chester) on the 15
th

; the Large White at Hale and Holmes Chapel on the 15
th

; the Orange

Tip finally appeared at several sites on the 21
st
 (the latest date since 1996); and the Green

Hairstreak was found at Flaxmere and Newchurch Common on the 27
th

.  Weather

conditions certainly did not favour migration, but a solitary Painted Lady was recorded at

Leasowe Common on the 17
th

.

May: The poor weather of the early months continued with more unsettled periods,

coupled with above average rainfall.  Despite these conditions Cheshire’s earliest ever

Clouded Yellow was recorded at Heswall on the 11
th

.  The only other highlight of the

month was in the Peak District where there were exceptional counts of the Green

Hairstreak, including 50 at Tegg’s Nose C.P. on the 9
th

 and 143 at Cut-thorn Hill on the

10
th

 - this latter count being the highest ever recorded in Cheshire.  Other insects making

their initial appearances during May were the Common Blue at Englesea-brook on the 5
th

,

the Small Copper at Englesea-brook on the 5
th

, the Dingy Skipper at Carey Park

(Northwich) on the 10
th

, the Small Heath at Thurstaston on the 20
th

 and the Wall at Inner

Marsh Farm (Burton) on the 24
th

.  Finally, the Large Skipper emerged as usual at the end

of May with a single report from Rixton Claypits on the 30
th

.

June: Improved weather conditions finally arrived resulting in a much better month for
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butterflies.  During this period three species were recorded on their earliest ever dates in

Cheshire - a Grayling at Ashton’s Flash (Northwich) on the 15
th

, the White-letter

Hairstreak near Chester on the 16
th

 and the Purple Hairstreak also near Chester on the

17
th

.  The earliest Meadow Brown appeared at Haslington on the 3
rd

, the Large Skipper

along the Wirral Way (Thurstaston) on the 3
rd

, the Small Skipper near Alsager on the 11
th

,

the Gatekeeper at Rixton Claypits on the 23
rd

 and the Ringlet at Burleydam on the 25
th

.  It

was not, however, a good month for the Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary that was only

recorded at the surviving colony at Bagmere from 5
th

 June to 15
th

 June with a maximum

count of only four individuals.

July: The hottest July on record proved to be another excellent period for butterflies.

This applied particularly to the lucky observers who recorded vagrant butterflies – a

White Admiral in a garden at Prestbury on the 2
nd

, another White Admiral at Burleydam

on the same date, followed by a male Long-tailed Blue in a garden at Huntington on the

12
th

 – this latter insect being the first sighting of this rare immigrant in Cheshire since

1887.

In addition, several species produced the highest Cheshire counts on record including the

Small Heath with 109 at Bakestonedale Moor on the 1
st
, the Purple Hairstreak with 142 at

Englesea-brook on the 11
th

, the White-letter Hairstreak with 78 at Englesea-brook on the

11
th

 and the Small Skipper with 167 at Handforth on the 13
th

.  The Orange Tip has

normally disappeared by July so a sighting from a Macclesfield garden on the 6
th

 was

unusually late for this insect.  Nowadays the Dark Green Fritillary is a scarce, though

annual, non-breeding butterfly in Cheshire that was seen at five sites during the month –

the earliest at Newchurch Common and Wallasey on the 6
th

.  There was also encouraging

news that the Ringlet is continuing to expand its range in the south of the county, whilst

there were also isolated sightings in the Pennine foothills.  By late July the Peacock was

being seen at many sites in excellent numbers with the highest count of 223 at Woolston

Eyes on the 26
th

.

August: Weather conditions meant that it was an unsettled period with a succession of

Atlantic low pressure systems bringing frequent rainfall.  Despite these conditions the Red

Admiral was recorded daily from the 1
st
 to the 30

th
.  Final sighting of the Large Skipper

was at Woolston Eyes on the 3
rd

 and the latest Small Skipper was seen near Moore on the

21
st
.  Highlight of the month was the sighting of a Silver-washed Fritillary by Ridgegate

Reservoir (Macclesfield Forest) that was present for at least a week from the 18
th

.  The

indifferent weather did not seem to discourage the Clouded Yellow that reached peak

numbers this month with reports of at least 136 insects from 42 localities.

September: Record breaking temperatures resulted in another good month for butterflies

of which the highlight was a Camberwell Beauty at Ness Gardens on the 9
th

.  At Woolston

Eyes 63 Comma butterflies on the 8
th

 was the highest ever total for a site in Cheshire,

whilst 34 Speckled Wood butterflies along Congleton Edge on the 11
th

 was a good count

for this upland site.  The Small Copper continued a good breeding season with a count of

30 at Shavington on the 23
rd

, whilst there were unusually late reports of a Purple

Hairstreak at Rixton Claypits on the 9
th

 and a Small Heath at Greasby on the 25
th

.  Other
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late sightings included a Wall at Macclesfield on the 21
st
 and a Meadow Brown at Basford

on the 26
th

.

October: Weather conditions continued to be favourable for butterflies with 18 species

recorded during the month, although the Common Blue only lingered on at a couple of

localities until the 2
nd

.  Notable concentrations included a Comma count of 50+ at Ness

Gardens on the 10
th

 and a Red Admiral count of 43 at Adelphi Mill (Bollington) on the

16
th

.  Reports of the Small Copper at 17 localities during the month were indications of a

third brood.  At the end of the month a Small White was at Woolston Eyes on the 30
th

 -

the latest ever Cheshire sighting of this butterfly.

November: It is doubtful if there had ever been so much butterfly activity in Cheshire at

this time of year with nine species recorded in the warm sunny weather.  Few contributors

will have failed to see the Red Admiral during this period as it was found on almost every

single day and involved at least 168 insects.  In addition, Cheshire’s latest ever Clouded

Yellow sightings were of a pair mating at Woolston Eyes on the 1
st
, whilst a Speckled

Wood was seen at Chester Zoo on the same date.  The Small Copper continued to be

found at several sites until the 6
th

; the latest Painted Lady was recorded on the 9
th

; there

were a few Comma sightings until the 26
th

; regular reports of the Peacock until the 26
th

;

the only Brimstone of the month was seen on the 27
th

; and scattered sightings of the Small

Tortoiseshell continued until the end of the month.

December: The onset of wet and windy conditions at the start of the month almost

brought an end to butterfly activity.  Additional sightings over the next few days included

a Small Tortoiseshell at Moreton on the 1
st
 and Wybunbury on the 2

nd
, plus a Red Admiral

at Gayton on the 1
st
 and Wybunbury on the 2

nd
.  Final reports were again of the Red

Admiral with garden sightings at Helsby on the 27
th

 and Higher Poynton on the 28
th

.

Red Admiral by Ben Smart
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Contributors - 2006

Once again thanks go to the following contributors whose assistance is greatly

appreciated and without whose help the production of this Report would not have been

possible.  In addition, a few other noteworthy records appear in this Report where casual

observers have indirectly passed on reliable information to some of the regular

contributors.

Rupert Adams, Geoff Allpress, Alex Anderson, Patrick Anderson, Allan Archer, Hilary

Ash, Jonathan Ashton, Jean Baldwin, Mel Bellingham, Roger Benson, Alan Birch,

Richard Blindell, Alan Booth, Mike Boothman, Keith Buckley, Brian Bull, Alan Burgess,

Stu Burnet, Malcolm Calvert, Colin & Julie Clarke, Rob Cockbain, Brian Cornelius,

David Coupe, Mike Coupe, Janet Cuff, Mike Dale, Sam Davidson, Harry Davies, Richard

Davis, Barbara Dewing, Chris Driver, Tom Edmondson, Sam Ellis, Shane Farrell, Terry

Fielding, Paul Fletcher, Tony Ford, Neil Friswell, Tom Garmory, Gillian Gibson, Howard

Gibson, Pamela Gibson, Bill Gradwell, Martin Greenland, Paul Greenslade, Paul

Griffiths, Don & Joan Grindrod, Dave Hackett, Les Hall, Joyce Harbottle, Peter Hardy,

Margaret & Tony Hayter, John Headon, Stephanie Hefferan, David Higgins, Paul Hill,

Geraldine & John Hillmer, Paul Hillyer, Steve Hind, David Hinde, Steve Holmes, Rachel

Hunter, Peter Jolley, Dave Jolly, Beth Jones, John Jones, Eric & Olive Kearns, Jim

Kerfoot, David Kitching, Mark Lamb, Mik Lees, Malcolm Leigh, Ivor & Linda Lewis,

Geoff Lightfoot, Peter Llewellyn, Paul Loughnane, Dorothy Lumb, Tony Mallett, Moira

Mannion, Brian Martin, George Martin, Peter Mayers, Alistair McAuley, Kevin McCabe,

Norma Mitchell, Gillian Oakes, Paul Morris, Julia Mottishaw, Richard Muirhead, Mike

Mulholland, Bob & Colette Murphy, Wayne Murray, Joe O’Hanlon, Paul Oldfield, John

Oxenham, Roy Palmer, Tony Parker, Mark Payne, Alan Percival, Gillian Pearce, Eileen

Reed, Andrew Reekie, Bryan & Laureen Roberts, Margaret Robinson, Michael

Rusbridge, Ed Samuels, Peter Schofield, Bridget Self, Christine Shaw, David Shaw, Peter

Shaw, Laura Sivell, Dave Skingsley, Ben Smart, Len Smith, Martyn Stanyer, Jack Swan,

Chris Taylor, David Taylor, Georgina Tierney, James Towers, Jim Waller, Adrian

Wander, Bob Warburton, Keith Watson, Colin Wells, Charles Whitaker, Dave Wild,

Christine Wiley, Roger Wilkinson, Geoff Wotherspoon and Paul Yarlett.  Additional

records received from the Cheshire Moth Group (via Mapmate), Lyme Natural History

Group, Nantwich Natural History Society, National Garden Butterfly Survey and

Woolston Eyes Conservation Group.
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Small Tortoiseshell by Ben Smart

FLUCTUATIONS IN THE ABUNDANCE OF THE COMMONER BUTTERFLIES

IN CHESHIRE & WIRRAL

(1997-2006)

The following Table shows the percentage of recorded tetrads in which the most

frequently seen species of butterfly have been recorded in Cheshire & Wirral during the

past ten years.  This method of displaying the data helps avoid false increases or decreases

caused by varying weather conditions, or differing levels of recording activity, from one

year to another.  It would appear to be the most effective way of showing recent

population trends.

Species 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Small Skipper 19 15 18 21 22 17 18 20 21 29

Large Skipper 11 10 11 14 14 14 15 14 18 24

Dingy Skipper 1 2 1 2 1 1 1 2 2 1

Clouded Yellow - 5 - 19 1 1 1 1 4 14

Brimstone 15 16 16 23 23 23 20 25 25 27

Large White 37 49 51 52 58 46 52 45 54 43

Small White 65 46 45 48 53 39 51 45 48 45

Green-veined White 58 56 61 55 63 52 61 60 61 53

Orange Tip 40 32 39 41 43 42 38 46 43 47

Green Hairstreak 3 4 4 4 3 3 4 6 5 5

Purple Hairstreak 7 6 7 9 7 5 5 4 7 8

White-letter H. 3 2 2 7 7 4 4 3 6 5

Small Copper 22 11 14 19 22 15 25 23 19 24

Common Blue 17 14 14 16 18 14 20 21 19 21

Holly Blue 24 56 35 21 22 25 19 21 21 31

Red Admiral 26 31 32 45 48 30 53 32 46 65

Painted Lady 4 10 6 34 12 24 53 36 12 43

Small Tortoiseshell 68 41 41 51 62 61 67 54 55 53

Peacock 45 43 48 53 61 56 47 51 52 56

Comma 31 24 26 44 43 38 40 39 39 40
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Small Pearl-bordered 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3

Dark Green Fritillary 0.4 - 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.9 1

Speckled Wood 45 47 56 59 64 51 61 57 63 62

Wall 13 14 13 19 14 6 6 7 7 6

Grayling 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 2 2 3

Gatekeeper 23 27 34 43 47 38 48 50 46 47

Meadow Brown 27 28 34 45 51 48 48 50 50 51

Ringlet 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.5 - 0.5 0.7 1 4 3

Small Heath 6 5 4 5 6 4 8 7 6 7

SYSTEMATIC  LIST  OF  SPECIES  SEEN  IN  CHESHIRE  &

WIRRAL  DURING  2006

Small Skipper (Thymelicus sylvestris)

Cheshire status: A common and widespread resident, although virtually unknown in

the county prior to the mid-1970’s.  Single-brooded flying from late June to mid-

August.  Most numerous in lowland areas of rough grassland, but also recorded in

smaller numbers in the Pennine foothills.

2006: Breeding season records showed that the Small Skipper benefited from the good

weather conditions with reports from 104 tetrads, compared to 73 tetrads in 2005.  Earliest

sightings were near Alsager on 11
th

 June and typically a little later in the Pennine uplands

at Allgreave on 24
th

 June.    Highest counts occurred during July with 50+ at Thurstaston

on the 3
rd

, 68 at Englesea-brook on the 11
th

, 167 at the Handforth fields on the 13
th

, 40+ at

Chester Meadows on the 15
th

 and 52 in the Dunge Valley (Kettleshulme) on the 21
st
.

Latest sighting was at Upper Moss Farm (Moore) on 21
st
 August.

Large Skipper (Ochlodes sylvanus)

Cheshire status: A common and widespread resident, but with smaller numbers

recorded since the mid-1990’s.  Single-brooded flying throughout June and July.

Found in a range of habitats where uncultivated grasses are allowed to grow.

2006: Based on the number of tetrads where the Large Skipper was recorded it was the

best year for this butterfly in Cheshire since 1995.  The season did, however, start slowly

with poor weather conditions the likely cause.  As a result the main emergence was

slightly later than normal with the a single sighting at Rixton Claypits on 30
th

 May,

followed by reports from Thurstaston on 3
rd

 June, Bromborough on the 4
th

 and Heswall on

the 4
th

.  Subsequent reports showed numbers remained typically low at most sites,

although there were counts in double figures from 19 sites (compared with 11 sites in

2005).  Largest colonies were at Greasby with 50 on 15
th

 June, Englesea-brook with 60+

on 20
th

 & 26
th

 June, Mobberley Sand Quarry with 49 on 23
rd

 June and Handforth fields

with 34 on 26
th

 June.

Numbers tailed off rapidly in late July until there was a latest sighting at Woolston Eyes

on 3
rd

 August.
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Dingy Skipper (Erynnis tages)

Cheshire status: An uncommon resident, which has undergone several fluctuations in

the county during the twentieth century.  Single-brooded flying from late April to mid-

June.  Present distribution centred on sites of industrial waste in mid-Cheshire, plus a

few small scattered colonies elsewhere.

2006: Earliest sighting was at Carey Park (Northwich) on 6
th

 May.  This localised

butterfly in Cheshire was only recorded from two areas in 2006 – the complex of sites

around Ashton’s Flash (Northwich) and a small, though stable, colony on the Wirral coast

at Thurstaston.  Peak numbers were seen on 10
th

 May with 17 at Ashton’s Flash and 15 at

the nearby Carey Park.  A visit to a former stronghold at Weaver Parkway on 10
th

 May

failed to produce any sightings, nor did several visits to the site of a previously reported

small colony at Chorlton.

Latest sighting was at Ashton’s Flash (Northwich) on 7
th

 June.

Clouded Yellow (Colias croceus)

Cheshire status: An irregular immigrant.  A few insects recorded in most years (but

none in 1997 or 1999), with the last year of abundance being 1983.  Largest numbers

normally found at coastal localities.  Arrival times vary according to weather conditions

beyond our borders, although peak numbers generally occur in late summer.  Breeds in

a range of habitats, but cultivated fields of clover are a favourite.

2006: Weather conditions favoured migration during the summer months with the result

that it was the best year for the Clouded Yellow since 2000.  Reports were received for

each month from May to November, but with peak numbers seen in August amounting to

75% of the total.  The first report was of the earliest ever Cheshire sighting at Heswall on

11
th

 May.  During the year the Clouded Yellow was found in 53 tetrads, with the favoured

locality along the River Dee at Chester Cop where there were at least 20 sightings

between 30
th

 July and 22
nd

 August, including an insect of the “helice” form on the 8
th

.  As

expected a good proportion of records were from coastal areas on the Wirral, although

there were also scattered reports from the Pennine foothills, plus a good inland count of 9

at Englesea-brook on 8
th

 August.  At this latter site egg-laying was observed on White

Clover (Trifolium repens) on 4
th

 June.

2006 produced the latest ever county sightings at Newchurch Common on 24
th

 October

and a pair mating at Woolston Eyes on 1
st
 November.

The following figures show the total monthly sightings over the last five years:-
Year May June July August September October November

2002 - - - 1 4 - -

2003 3 - 2 1 - - -

2004 - 2 - - 4 - -

2005 1 - 3 20 1 - -

2006 1 11 4 136 23 4 2

Brimstone (Gonepteryx rhamni)

Cheshire status: A fairly common resident in the east of the county, but scarcer in the

west.  As recently as the mid-1970s there were no known breeding sites in the county.

Single-brooded flying from late July to September, but most frequently recorded

following emergence from hibernation in early spring. Breeds on Alder Buckthorn.
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2006: It was another relatively good year for the Brimstone, although it did not seem to

benefit from the favourable weather conditions to the same extent as some other species.

The year did, however, produce more records than usual from the Pennine foothills, as

well as a continuation of the gradual range extension into the west of the county.  Earliest

sightings were not until 25
th

 March when there were reports from all over the county on

the same day.  Sightings then continued until late June with three sites producing double-

figure counts during this period – 17 at Moore Nature Reserve on 3
rd

 May, 10 at Lindow

Common on 5
th

 May and 11 at Brookhouse Moss on 12
th

 May.  There was then a short

gap before the fresh emergence commenced in mid-July which resulted in a maximum

count of 21 at Englesea-brook on the 19
th

.  As in previous years the majority of records

were of the over-wintering insects in the early months (81%), with the emerging

butterflies in mid-summer accounting for the remaining sightings (19%).

Latest sighting was at Wybunbury on 27
th

 November.

Large White (Pieris brassicae)

Cheshire status: An abundant and widespread resident with numbers sometimes

augmented by immigrants.  Double-brooded with the second emergence larger than the

first and even a partial third brood in some years - recorded throughout the season.  A

highly mobile butterfly that occurs in a wide range of habitats, especially allotments

and crop fields.

2006: It was a poor year for the Large White with reports from 20% fewer localities than

in 2005.  Weather conditions meant that most of the earlier emerging species appeared

later than expected, with this insect being no exception in not being seen until 15
th

 April

at Hale and Holmes Chapel.  First brood butterflies were then hard to find anywhere with

so few reports that it was impossible to calculate when numbers peaked, especially as no

locality recorded a count in double-figures.  The summer brood had to be an

improvement, but again numbers were lower than normal with the only significant count

of 50+ on the Wirral coast at Heswall on 29
th

 July - at this time of year the highest

numbers are invariably at coastal sites giving rise to speculation that many of them are

immigrants.

Sightings dwindled in early October until the 14
th

 when the last reports were from Upton

and Kelsall.

Small White (Pieris rapae)

Cheshire status: An abundant and widespread resident, but seen in lower numbers in

upland areas.  Double-brooded with the second emergence larger than the first,

although immigrants may augment these numbers.  Occurs in a wide range of habitats.

2006: In the previous four years the Small White had always been recorded before the end

of March, but this year the earliest sighting was not until 15
th

 April in a garden at Queen’s

Park (Chester).  Numbers of the spring brood then failed to build up everywhere except

Hale Shore where the butterfly was common throughout June with a peak count of 37 on

the 11
th

.  Although it is not unusual for this earlier emergence to be seen in lower numbers

than the second brood it was almost non-existent at other localities with highest counts of

only 11 near Timbersbrook on 11
th

 May, 11 at Greasby on 2
nd

 June and 11 at Upper Moss

Farm (Moore) on 15
th

 June.  Even during the summer emergence very few localities

recorded significant numbers, with by far the largest counts at Woolston Eyes with 208 on
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3
rd

 August and Pewit Hall Farm (Holmes Chapel) with 100+ on 8
th

 September.

Sightings continued on an almost daily basis during early October until there were late

reports from Heswall on the 13
th

, Kelsall on the 14
th

, Wybunbury on the 24
th 

and

Woolston Eyes on the 30
th

 – this final sighting being the latest ever Cheshire record.

Green-veined White (Pieris napi)

Cheshire status: Widespread and abundant, especially in low-lying areas during

favourable weather conditions in damp years.  Breeds in a range of habitats from sea-

level to the Pennine hills.  Double-brooded with the largest numbers normally

encountered during the second emergence.

2006: Whilst most butterflies fare better during hot weather conditions the Green-veined

White is the exception as it is a damp-loving insect that prospers in wetter years.  It is,

however, the most widespread butterfly in Cheshire having been recorded in 99% of all

tetrads and even during 2006 remained the commonest “white” of the year.  Weather

conditions in the early months hampered the emergence of all species and this also

applied to this insect that appeared several weeks later than normal at Astbury on 14
th

April.  There was very little evidence of a break between the two broods in 2006 with the

spring emergence peaking in mid-May and the summer brood in early August.  Numbers

were far lower than expected throughout the year with many sites not even achieving

counts in double-figures – highest total during the spring emergence was of 37 on the

Handforth fields on 10
th

 May, whilst the maximum count during the summer brood was

only 39 at Englesea-brook on 11
th

 July.

Sightings virtually ceased after mid-September with the only subsequent reports from

Astbury on the 23
rd

 and Old Pale (Delamere) on 4
th

 October.

Orange Tip (Anthocharis cardamines)

Cheshire status: A common and widespread resident.  Despite the loss of traditional

meadows by modern farming methods the Orange Tip is presently more numerous than

ever.  Single-brooded flying from mid-April to mid-June.

2006: Despite the unsettled weather throughout the spring months the Orange Tip had a

reasonably successful year.  Earliest sightings were considerably later than normal with no

reports until 21
st
 April when it was recorded at Heswall, Oxmoor Nature Reserve

(Runcorn) and Inner Marsh Farm (Burton).  Numbers then increased slowly until peak

figures were seen in mid-May, although even then counts at most breeding localities

tended to be lower than expected.  Highest numbers were of 20 at New Ferry Butterfly

Park on 9
th

 May, 29 at Woolston Eyes on 9
th

 May, 34 at Handforth fields on 10
th

 May, 33

at Rixton Claypits on 11
th

 May and 23 at Woodend (Bollin Valley) on 17
th

 May.

Due to the late season there were more sightings than usual in June, although most

butterflies had disappeared by mid-month.  Final sighting was exceptionally late at

Macclesfield on 6
th

 July.

Green Hairstreak (Callophrys rubi)

Cheshire status: Less widely distributed than during the nineteenth century and now

relatively scarce on the Cheshire Plain due to loss of habitat.  Most populations are

confined to the Pennine foothills where numbers appear stable.  Single-brooded flying

from late April to mid-June.  Main foodplants in Cheshire are Bilberry and Cranberry.
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2006: Poor weather during April meant that emergence dates at most localities were later

than usual with the earliest report from Flaxmere on the 27
th

.  Counts at colonies in the

Peak District area of Cheshire normally produce much lower numbers than elsewhere in

the county, but the reverse was true this year with a period of warm weather in mid-May

resulted in impressive counts of 50 at Tegg’s Nose Country Park on the 9
th

 and 143 at

Cut-thorn Hill on the 10
th

.

At lowland sites average numbers were seen with highest counts of 39 at Cranberry Moss

on 9
th

 May, 20 at Flaxmere on 10
th

 May and 22 at Brookhouse Moss on 12
th

 May.  At

Delamere Forest there was a small increase in numbers where habitat improvement is

benefiting this insect.  A single sighting from a sand quarry at Wybunbury on 25
th

 May

was the first ever record from SJ74, although it was probably only a wanderer from the

nearby Wybunbury Moss.  As usual the majority of sightings (92%) were confined to the

main flight period in May.

Latest sighting was in Wildboarclough on 17
th

 June - this was the latest Cheshire sighting

since a report from Tegg’s Nose on 18
th

 June 1996.

Purple Hairstreak (Neozephyrus quercus)

Cheshire status: Formerly considered scarce, but recent survey work has confirmed

breeding from many new sites, especially on the Wirral and in the south-west of

Cheshire.  This is an inconspicuous treetop butterfly that has probably been overlooked

in the past, although there is evidence to suggest that there has been some range

extension in recent years.  Single-brooded flying throughout July and August.

2006: The season commenced on 17
th

 June with the earliest ever Cheshire sighting near

Chester.  Throughout the flight period several previously unrecorded colonies were found

with this year’s sites including Upton (SJ46E), Clincton Wood (SJ48X), Hollin Green

(SJ64H) and Lyme Park (SJ98Q & SJ98R).  Peak numbers occurred in mid-July with 92%

of all sightings during this month.  As the result of setting up a platform in the tree canopy

at Englesea-brook an unprecedented count of 142 butterflies were recorded on 11
th

 July –

it is doubtful whether this is a unique site in Cheshire and maybe if similar viewing

conditions were established elsewhere there could be equally impressive results. This year

the butterfly had disappeared from most sites by late July, but with isolated late sightings

at Hale Duck Decoy on 8
th

 August and Rixton Claypits on 9
th

 September.

Last year’s Report mentioned that one of the few 10km squares in the county from where

there were no records of this butterfly was in SJ68 – this has prompted a member to

submit a sighting from Arley Hall in 1984.

White-letter Hairstreak (Satyrium w-album)

Cheshire status: Elusive and probably still under-recorded. The results of extensive

survey work in recent years has shown, however, that it should not now be classed as

uncommon, especially on the Wirral where it is widely recorded.  Evidence clearly

indicates a gradual extension in its range, despite the extinction of many colonies due

to the effects of Dutch Elm disease.  Single-brooded flying from late June to mid-

August.

2006: Each year this butterfly continues to be found at further localities with this year’s

additions including new 10km square records for SJ64, SJ66 and SJ88.  In the past the

White-letter Hairstreak has been classed as a scarce insect in Cheshire, but with recent

reports from 85 widespread tetrads (12% of the total) it should now be more accurately
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described as “not uncommon, though still elusive”.

2006 got off to a good start in January with the discovery of eggs on Wych Elm (Ulmus

glabra) at Twinnies Bridge (Styal) – a new site for this species, despite the fact that the

area has been thoroughly surveyed in the past.  The first adult insect was seen near

Chester on 16
th

 June and was the earliest ever recorded in the county.  Extensive survey

work, often at canopy level, at Englesea-brook produced some excellent results with 34

larvae/pupae recorded on 16 trees on 5
th

 June, whilst 78 butterflies were counted on 11
th

July – the largest ever count in Cheshire.  There was also an interesting observation of

ovipositing on Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) at Bath Vale Meadow – a tree not normally

associated with egg-laying by the White-letter Hairstreak.  Most views of this insect are

invariably brief as it flits amongst the canopy, but at Weston on 25
th

 July one lucky

observer saw 10 feeding on a species of ragwort.

Latest sighting was at Englesea-brook on 18
th

 August.

Small Copper (Lycaena phlaeas)

Cheshire status: A common and widespread resident normally recorded in small

numbers.  Significant fluctuations can, however, occur in populations from year-to-

year.  Double-brooded at most sites and occasionally continuously brooded during

favourable weather conditions.  Breeds on Common Sorrel and Sheep’s Sorrel in a

range of habitats.

2006: At most sites contributors reported a slightly better than average year for the Small

Copper with peak numbers in late May, late July and throughout September.  Earliest

sighting was at Englesea-brook on 5
th

 May.  During the year counts in double-figures

were mainly concentrated in the south of the county and included Englesea-brook with 22

on 20
th

 May, Wybunbury with 18 on 27
th

 July, Walgherton with 18 on 28
th

 July, Englesea-

brook with 16 on 11
th

 August, Shavington with 30 on 23
rd

 September and Wybunbury

with 20 on 7
th

 October.  Elsewhere there were significant counts at Bollington with 10 on

28
th

 July, Moore Nature Reserve with 12 on 25
th

 September, Saltersley Moss with 12 on

25
th

 September and Old Pale (Delamere) with 12 on 4
th

 October.

In view of the excellent weather conditions during October and November sightings

continued throughout this period with the latest reports from Wybunbury on 3
rd

 November

and Old Pale (Delamere) on the 6
th

.

Long-tailed Blue (Lampides boeticus)

Cheshire status: An extremely rare immigrant to the U.K. from southern Europe,

although it is an unobtrusive insect that could easily be overlooked.  In Cheshire the

only previously confirmed sighting was of a single butterfly at Heswall in 1887 – this

insect is now held in a collection at the Grosvenor Museum, Chester.

2006: On 12
th

 July prolonged close views were obtained of a male butterfly in a garden at

Huntington – the first confirmed sighting in the county for over 100 years.  Weather

conditions throughout the month were favourable for insect migration and other Long-

tailed Blue butterflies were recorded from Hampshire, Devon and Norfolk during the

same period.  There would appear to be a strong case for suggesting that these sightings

referred to genuine migrants, although the possibility of them being released, captive-

bred, or even imported on fresh foodstuffs, cannot be totally discounted.
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Silver-studded Blue (Plebejus argus)

Cheshire status: Recorded locally on heathlands in the county during the nineteenth

century, but the last colony died out in the 1920’s.  Re-introduced at one site on the

Wirral in 1994.  Single-brooded flying from late June to early August.

2006: It was another year with no reports from the re-introduction site at Thurstaston

Common and it must now be assumed that the colony is extinct.

Common Blue (Polyommatus icarus)

Cheshire status: Still a widespread resident, although distribution at lowland sites has

become more patchy due to loss of habitat caused by modern farming methods.

Normally double-brooded in the lowlands and single-brooded in the Pennine foothills.

Breeds in a range of habitats and will quickly colonise waste ground or derelict

industrial areas.

2006: Earliest reports were from Englesea-brook on 5
th

 May and New Ferry Butterfly Park

on 9
th

 May.  Subsequent data indicated that it was an average year for this insect with the

two broods tending to overlap.  The main spring emergence occurred from early May to

early July with the highest counts of 73 at Englesea-brook on 26
th

 May and 76 at Moore

Nature Reserve on 8
th

 June.  Similar numbers were seen during the summer brood from

mid-July to mid-September with the highest counts of 68 at Heswall on 3
rd

 August, 135 at

Chorlton on 5
th

 August and 120+ at Pickering’s Pasture on 6
th

 August.  It was, however,

disappointing to note that sightings from the Pennine foothills have almost ceased in

recent years with the only records in 2006 from Jackson’s Brickworks (Higher Poynton) –

there does not seem to be any obvious explanation as to why it should have declined in

this region and it may simply be that the area is less intensively surveyed than lowland

sites.

Latest sightings were at New Ferry Butterfly Park on 16
th

 September, followed by a gap of

two weeks before reports from Chorlton and Basford on 2
nd

 October.

Holly Blue (Celastrina argiolus)

Cheshire status: A fairly common and widespread resident, although undergoes

cyclical fluctuations with rapid increases in population followed by equally sharp

declines.  During the 1990s peak numbers occurred in 1992 and again in early 1999.

Double-brooded flying from late April to late May, with the second generation seen

from mid-July to early September.

2006: The last cyclical peak in Cheshire was in 1999, but since then the population has

remained at a lower, though stable level.  Data received this year revealed some modest

increases, although these may have been the result of improved weather conditions

enabling more recording activity to be undertaken.  Sightings of the spring generation

occurred from 28
th

 March at Englesea-brook to 12
th

 June, with the second brood recorded

from 3
rd

 July.  The only notable count was at Englesea-brook with a maximum of 17 on

28
th

 July.

Latest sightings in October probably related to a third generation with single insects at

Risley Moss on the 9
th

, Prestbury on the 9
th

 and Heswall on the 14
th

.

White Admiral (Limentis camilla)
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Cheshire status: Unknown in the county until 2004.  This woodland butterfly is

normally found in discrete colonies largely confined to areas south of a line between

the Humber estuary and the Malvern Hills.  In recent years it has been extending its

range northwards. It is a single brooded insect that flies from late June to mid-August.

2006: A suspected sighting at Widnes on 8
th

 June probably related to a captive bred

butterfly as the early date would seem to exclude the possibility of a wild insect.  On 2
nd

July, following a period of hot weather coupled with southerly winds, the White Admiral

was recorded at Burleydam and also in a garden at Prestbury on the same date – two

localities at opposite ends of the county.  At Burleydam there were additional sightings of

one, or maybe two, butterflies on the 6
th

 July and 11
th

 July – these records follow the first

two reports of this insect in Cheshire during 2004.

Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta)

Cheshire status: An annual immigrant of varying abundance, generally common and

widespread, but with a scattering of sightings in even the poorest years.  Negligible

numbers occasionally hibernate successfully in the county.  Breeds in a range of

habitats with largest numbers generally recorded in late summer.

2006: Records showed that it was an exceptional year for this insect with sightings on 202

days involving reports in every month.  It was also the first time since the commencement

of the Cheshire Butterfly Recording Scheme in 1990 that it was the most widely recorded

butterfly of the year.  Sightings of the Red Admiral in mid-winter are not nowadays as

exceptional as they used to be, but it was still a surprise when the first report was from a

garden at Congleton on New Year’s Day.  Further sightings from Chester on 25
th

 January,

Wallasey on 4
th

 February and Pulford on 15
th 

February would also have been insects over-

wintering during our milder winters.  There were then no further sightings until a short

spell of warm southerly winds produced a further report from Marbury Country Park on

25
th

 March.  Migration, and successful breeding, continued to build up during the summer

months and although this insect does not normally congregate in large numbers there were

many double-figure counts this year, including some from gardens.  Largest concentration

of 2006 was on an ivy-covered wall by the Adelphi Mill at Bollington which peaked at 43

insects on 16
th

 October.

This year there must have been a massive reverse migration in the autumn, but the only

specific observation was of 7 flying south across the Mersey from Hale Shore on 22
nd

October.  Daily sightings continued throughout November involving at least 168

individuals, including a pair mating at Haslington on the 26
th

.  Sightings even continued

into December with reports from Gayton on the 1
st
, Wybunbury on the 2

nd
, Helsby on the

27
th

 and Higher Poynton on the 28
th

.

The exceptional numbers of Red Admiral butterflies recorded during 2006 can be seen

from the following Table:-
Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2003 - - 3 11 13 132 376 622 1,248 281 10 -

2004 - 1 1 6 9 126 49 147 286 94 1 -

2005 - - 3 1 13 117 167 197 353 232 59 2

2006 2 2 2 20 56 161 943 517 988 1,154 168 4

Painted Lady (Cynthia cardui)
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Cheshire status: An annual immigrant, often in small numbers, although 1996

produced a massive influx.  Breeds in a range of habitats, but especially where thistles

grow in abundance.  Peak numbers occur at any time between late July and early

September depending on levels of migration.

2006: Even though numbers of this migrant fluctuate from one year to another there is a

gradual increasing trend.  Sightings this year began with an insect at Leasowe Common

on 17
th

 April, followed by a small influx in early May commencing at Englsea-brook on

the 1
st
.  The main influx did not arrived, however, until the onset of warm southerly winds

at the beginning of June when there were widespread sightings across the county,

including a count of 21 along the Mersey Way (Hale) on the 11
th

.  Following these

arrivals 238 larvae were counted on Spear Thistle (Cirsium vulgare) at Englesea-brook on

the 20
th

.  There was then a lull in sightings until numbers peaked again in late July and

August – these individuals probably being a mix of locally bred insects and further

immigration.  Localities producing double-figure counts during this period included

Handforth fields with 21 on 26
th

 July, Runcorn with 22+ on 26
th

 July, Burleydam with

50+ on 27
th

 July, Englesea-brook with 58 on 28
th

 July, Walgherton with 111 on 28
th

 July,

Heswall with 13 on 3
rd

 August, Tegg’s Nose with 11 on 22
nd

 August and Rixton Claypits

with 22 on 25
th

 August.  The only reports in November were from Weston on the 1
st
 and

Chester Zoo on the 9
th

 - this latter sighting being the latest ever for Cheshire.

The following figures show the number of localities where the Painted Lady has been

recorded each month during the last five years:-
Year Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov

2002 - - 1 35 4 48 46 4 -

2003 - - 17 139 81 195 106 37 1

2004 1 - 1 85 16 63 50 2 -

2005 1 - 5 7 14 16 12 2 1

2006 - 1 14 99 96 74 48 27 2

Small Tortoiseshell (Aglais urticae)

Cheshire status: An abundant and widespread resident with immigration noted in some

years.  There is no evidence of any long-term change of status, although numbers of

this nomadic insect fluctuate from one year to another depending on weather

conditions.  It is normally double-brooded and also flies in early spring after

hibernation.

2006: At the start of the year there were few early sightings due to the poor weather

conditions.  Following an initial report from Queen’s Park (Chester) on 17
th

 February

there were no further sightings until 25
th

 March at Woolston Eyes.  The Small

Tortoiseshell is now being seen in much lower numbers than during the mid-1990s,

although short-term fluctuations in abundance are not unusual for this insect.  A majority

of contributors felt it was another poor year for this butterfly with figures following

hibernation rarely reaching double-figures, although the area south of Crewe fared better

with some reasonable counts – the highest in the early months of 26 at Shavington on 25
th

April.  Later in the season there were a few encouraging counts in mid-July with 201 at

the Gowy Woodland Park on the 12
th

, 207 at Hough on the 14
th

 and 72 at Blakelow on the

21
st
.

Late sightings continued on an almost daily basis throughout November until the final
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reports in early December from Moreton on the 1
st
 and Wybunbury on the 2

nd
.

The following figures show the number of localities where notable counts have been

recorded in a year of abundance (1996); a poor year (1999); and how they compare with

2006:-
Year Tetrad records 10+ counts 30+ counts 100+ counts

1996 381 132 38 5

1999 169 8 0 0

2006 204 31 9 2

Camberwell Beauty (Nymphalis antiopa)

Cheshire status: This migrant has always been a great rarity in the county with no

evidence of successful breeding.  The last “invasion” years were 1947, 1976 and 1995

when most sightings occurred during August and September, but with few insects re-

appearing in the following spring having survived the winter months.

2006: The year produced the largest influx of the Camberwell Beauty into the U.K. since

1995, with the majority of the 260 sightings reported in late August or early September.

This influx almost missed Cheshire where there was just a single report of an individual at

Ness Gardens on 9
th

 September.  Prior to this there had been a claimed sighting at

Woolston Eyes in late July, but unfortunately it has not been possible to obtain

confirmation of this report.

Peacock (Inachis io)

Cheshire status: An abundant and widespread resident, which has become more

numerous since the 1970’s, especially in the east of the county.  It is a single-brooded

butterfly with peak numbers recorded from late July and throughout August, but flies

again in early spring after hibernation.

2006: Weather conditions meant that the earliest sighting was not until 23
rd

 March at

Moss Lane (Styal) – the latest emerging date for at least 10 years.  There was then an

unusually large count of 31 butterflies at Rixton Claypits on 4
th

 May.  The majority of

contributors commented that the Peacock had an excellent breeding season in 2006 with

data supporting this view.  Peak numbers are normally encountered from early to mid-

August, but this year occurred approximately 10 days earlier in late July.  There was a

synchronised emergence of large numbers at many sites in Cheshire from around 21
st
 July

which was no doubt prompted by warm weather conditions.  A count of 223 during a

transect walk at Woolston Eyes on the 26
th

 was by far the highest total during this period.

Other significant counts at this time included 48 at Wybunbury on the 21
st
, 73 at Blakelow

on the 21
st
, 40 at Upper Moss Farm (Moore) on the 23

rd
, 75+ in the Wych Valley on the

24
th

, 30 in a Bollington garden on the 25
th

, 65 at Inner Marsh Farm on the 25
th

, 45 at

Upton on the 25
th

, 52+ in Congleton on the 26
th

, 52+ on a single buddleia bush at Runcorn

on the 26
th

 and 69 at Walgherton on the 28
th

.  At Englesea-brook numbers continued to

built up to a peak of 82 on 11
th

 August.

As usual numbers dwindled rapidly from late August, although a few individuals lingered

until the latest sightings at two localities at Wybunbury on 26
th

 November.

Comma (Polygonia c-album)

Cheshire status: A common and widespread resident that has been slowly extending its

range in Cheshire since at least the 1940’s.  This range extension accelerated from the
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early 1980’s with small numbers now often recorded in the Pennine hills.  This is a

double-brooded insect that also hibernates to appear again in early spring.  Its favoured

habitats are woodlands and mature hedgerows.

2006: Hibernating insects did not appear until weather conditions improved in late March

when the earliest sighting was on the 23
rd

 at Hough.  Throughout April and May modest

numbers continued to be recorded on an almost daily basis and there were even a few

sightings in June that were either over-wintering butterflies or insects emerging early from

the first brood.  Both broods were then seen in average numbers with peaks in late July

and mid-September.  In most years it is unusual for the Comma to be recorded at sites in

double-figures, but in 2006 there were reports from 14 localities (compared with 4

localities in 2005).  The following counts were unprecedented and far exceeded any

previously recorded counts in Cheshire - 21 at Englesea-brook on 28
th

 July, 63 at

Woolston Eyes on 8
th

 September, 40 at Rixton Claypits on 9
th

 September, 24 in a garden

at Holmes Chapel on 15
th

 September and 50+ nectaring at Ness Gardens on 10
th

 October.

There were a few late sightings recorded throughout November until a final report from

Heswall on the 26
th

.

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (Boloria selene)

Cheshire status: Formerly a scarce resident, but recent losses have meant that it now

only breeds at one site in the county.  Single-brooded flying from early June to mid-

July.  Habitat in Cheshire is now confined to a moist area of rough sheltered grassland

where Marsh Violet (Viola palustris), which is the favoured foodplant of its caterpillar,

occurs.

2006: The future for Cheshire’s last remaining colony on private land at Bagmere is not

encouraging.  It would appear that the extensive management work that has been

undertaken at this site over a number of years has merely slowed down the rate of decline.

This year there were sightings from 5
th

 June to 15
th

 June, but with a maximum count of

only four insects on the 9
th

.  Perhaps it was an act of desperation that on 15
th

 June a male

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary was observed attempting to mate with a Large Skipper!

Further visits to the site in late June in ideal weather conditions failed to produce any

additional sightings.

Maximum counts at Bagmere over the last eight years have been as follows:-
1999 11 on 13

th
 June 2003 19 on 6

th
 June

2000 19 on 16
th
 June 2004 28 on 16

th
 June

2001   8 on 17
th
 June 2005 8 on 20

th
 June

2002 16 on 6
th
 June 2006 4 on 9

th
 June

Dark Green Fritillary (Argynnis aglaja)

Cheshire status: Regularly bred on the Wirral in the mid-1800’s with no evidence of

when this ceased.  Last confirmed breeding in the county was in mid-Cheshire during

the 1940’s.  Subsequent occasional sightings have been of wanderers from breeding

sites in adjacent counties, with the majority being seen from late July to early August.

2006: Isolated sightings continue to occur on an almost annual basis with the last year

without any reports being 1998.  A total of five sightings in 2006 was the best year since

the branch was formed in 1985.  This year reports of this wide-raging insect were slightly

earlier than expected at Newchurch Common on 6
th

 July, Wallasey on 6
th

 July, Whirley
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(Macclesfield) on 12
th

 July, Congleton on 15
th

 July and Knutsford on 19
th

 July.  There was

also another sighting of a large unidentified fritillary at Woodend (Bollin Valley) on 7
th

August.

Silver-washed Fritillary (Argynnis paphia)

Cheshire status: The last confirmed breeding records in the county were during the

nineteenth century.  Subsequent reports have invariably been of single vagrant insects

from breeding colonies beyond our borders – the last sighting at Knutsford Heath on

16
th
 July 1995.

2006: Prior to this year there had been no confirmed reports of this butterfly in Cheshire

since 1995.  The Silver-washed Fritillary is, however, renowned for its spectacular

increases in numbers during exceptional warm weather when vagrants can often appear

beyond their normal breeding range.  A sighting at Ridgegate Reservoir (Macclesfield

Forest) on 18
th 

August, 22
nd

 August and 25
th

 August was not, therefore, totally

unexpected.  In addition, there was a strong suspicion that flight views of fritillaries at

Woodend (Mobberley) in late July and early August could also have been this species.

During this same period there were additional sightings from just outside the county

boundary in Derbyshire and Greater Manchester.

Speckled Wood (Pararge aegeria)

Cheshire status: Now an abundant and widespread resident.  Since the late 1980’s its

range has significantly extended in a north-easterly direction.  It would appear that the

species has benefited from woods becoming shadier places, although warmer weather

conditions may also have helped.  Double-brooded with possibly a partial third

emergence in some years.

2006: Earliest sighting was at Englesea-brook on 25
th

 March - the fourth time in the last

five years that there has been a March sighting in Cheshire.  As usual the flight periods of

each generation tended to overlap making it difficult to separate them – sightings were

virtually continuous from early May to late September.  This year the Speckled Wood was

recorded in 233 tetrads making it the second most widespread butterfly in Cheshire,

although unlike a few years ago very few sites recorded significant numbers.  Maximum

counts were of 31 at Burton Point on 6
th

 July, 32 at Englesea-brook on 18
th

 August, 30+ at

Woolston Eyes on 30
th

 August, 25 along Wirral Way on 8
th

 September, 43 at Rixton

Claypits on 9
th

 September and 34 along Congleton Edge on 11
th

 September.

The latest sighting was at Chester Zoo on 1
st
 November equalling the latest ever county

record.

Wall (Lasiommata megera)

Cheshire status: Formerly a widespread resident, but in recent years only thinly

distributed in very small numbers.  At times during the 1970’s and 1980’s it was much

commoner and its subsequent decline cannot easily be explained, although it is known

that the Wall has always undergone periodic fluctuations.  Normally double-brooded

with peak numbers seen in late May and again in August, plus a partial third

emergence in favourable years.

2006: The decline in numbers of this once abundant butterfly has continued nationally for

the past 25 years with the greatest losses at inland sites.  During this period there has been
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a similar decline in Cheshire where the majority of contributors have not recorded the

Wall for several years (in 2006 only 14% of contributors saw this butterfly).  In 1986 the

Wall was the 5
th

 most widespread butterfly in Cheshire, but by 1996 had dropped to the

16
th

 and this year was the 22
nd

.  Cheshire does, however, differ to most other regions in

that the majority of surviving colonies are not at coastal localities, but are concentrated in

the hillier regions in the east of the county which accounted for 17 of the 24 tetrad records

in 2006.    Earliest sighting in 2006 was at Inner Marsh Farm (Burton) on 24
th

 May.  First

brood butterflies were recorded at 7 sites from 24
th

 May to 17
th

 June, with the second

emergence at 19 sites from 12
th

 July to 21
st
 September.  During the last ten years hardly

any locality has recorded counts in double figures, so some little comfort can be gained by

the fact that in 2006 there were counts of 11 at Burton Point on 24
th

 May and 12 at Tegg’s

Nose Country Park on 22
nd

 July.

Latest sighting was in a Macclesfield garden on 21
st
 September.

Grayling (Hipparchia semele)

Cheshire status: An uncommon resident, mainly restricted to coastal localities on the

Wirral where there is some evidence to suggest that numbers are falling.  Inland

sightings confined to saline localities where there is presently a single small breeding

colony.  Single-brooded flying from mid-July to late August.

2006: During a hot spell of weather in mid-June there was an exceptional early sighting at

Ashton’s Flash (Northwich) on the 15
th

 - whilst there has never been any evidence of

breeding at this locality there was another report from here in 1994.  As usual the majority

of records emanated from sites along the Wirral coast where reports were received from

nine localities.  It is difficult to assess any change of status from the small number of

records received, but there were more reports in 2006 than at any other time since 1995.

Maximum counts also showed a significant increase including 12 at the Gun Site Dunes

(Leasowe) on 14
th

 July, 11 at this same site on 18
th

 July and 10 at Thurstaston cliffs on

27
th

 July.  Two visits were made to Cheshire’s only known inland breeding colony at

Sandbach Flashes that produced a maximum count of five insects on 22
nd

 July - this

colony has been in existence since at least 1995, but numbers have been steadily falling as

the embankment has become more overgrown.

Latest sighting was at West Kirby on 16
th

 August.

Gatekeeper (Pyronia tithonus)

Cheshire status: An abundant and widespread resident.  In the 1930’s it was virtually

unknown on the Cheshire Plain, but a range expansion has been underway since that

time.  This accelerated from the early 1980’s with breeding colonies now established in

the Pennine foothills.  Single-brooded flying throughout July and August.

2006: Earliest sighting was at Rixton Claypits on 23
rd

 June.  The Gatekeeper had a shorter

flight period than normal this year with peak numbers at most sites occurring in late July,

but then falling sharply until mid-August when it had already disappeared at most

localities.  Highest count was again at Woolston Eyes where 1,638 were recorded on 19
th

July – this is the prime site in Cheshire for the Gatekeeper where the total population must

involve vast numbers.  The other significant count this year was of 1,000+ at Heswall on

17
th

 July.

The range expansion into the Peak District in recent years shows no signs of abating with
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at least occasional sightings in virtually all tetrads - highest count in 2006 was of 95 at

Dunge Clough on 21
st
 July.

The only September sightings were from Alderley Edge on the 2
nd

 and Congleton on the

3
rd

.

Meadow Brown (Maniola jurtina)

Cheshire status: An abundant and widespread resident, although scarcer in the early

1900’s.  Despite the loss of traditional farming methods  which has resulted in some

declines in lowland areas, there does not appear to be any change of status in the less

intensely farmed upland regions where numbers have always been lower.  Favoured

habitat is unimproved grassland.  Single-brooded flying from mid-June to late August.

2006: Earliest sighting in the lowlands was on the fairly typical date of 3
rd

 June at

Haslington, whilst in the Pennine foothills it was initially recorded near Allgreave on the

24
th

.  Recent data from the Recording Scheme reveals little change in the distribution of

this butterfly, although with agricultural intensification there are fewer localities that

support large populations.  Peak numbers were seen in early July with significant counts

including 292 at Handforth on the 3
rd

, 201 at Gowy Woodland Park on the 12
th

 and

numbers building up to a highest count of 500+ at Heswall on the 17
th

.

From early August number reduced sharply with not a single site recording a count in

double-figures after mid-month.  The latest September sightings were of single insects at

Inner Marsh Farm (Burton) on the 12
th

 and Basford on the 21
st
 and 26

th
.

Ringlet (Aphantopus hyperantus)

Cheshire status: Formerly a rarity in the county with no confirmed breeding recorded

between 1937 and 1996.  Since then the species has become established at a few sites in

the extreme south of the county.  Single-brooded flying from late June to early August.

2006: There were sightings in late June from several localities with the earliest reports

from Burleydam on the 25
th

 and Oldcastle Mill (Wych Valley) on the 26
th

.  During the

breeding season there was further evidence of the Ringlet extending its range from the

initial stronghold in the Wych Valley with reports from three new tetrads.  It would

appear that a cluster of colonies is now becoming established in the area between Crewe

and the southern border of Cheshire.  One of these sites is at Walgherton where there was

a particularly interesting observation of the aberrant “arete” form which was

photographed on 10
th

 and 28
th

 July – this form has the usual spots reduced to white dots.

It seems likely that single insects recorded in gardens in the north-east of the county at

Higher Poynton on 13
th

 July and Bollington on 24
th

 July would have arrived from an

easterly direction rather than the south.  The Ringlet has recently been extending its range

across the Derbyshire Peak District and it looks as if Cheshire is now being colonised

from both the east and the south.

Latest sightings were at Walgherton on 28
th

 July.

Small Heath (Coenonympha pamphilus)

Cheshire status: Formerly common and widespread, but has declined significantly

during the twentieth century.  Still resident in small numbers on the Wirral and in the

Pennine foothills, but absent from much of the Cheshire Plain.  Preferred habitat is
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unimproved grassland on well-drained soils.  Two overlapping broods with the larger

first emergence peaking in mid-June and the second brood flying during July and

August.

2006: The earliest sighting was at Thurstaston Country Park on 20
th

 May.  Nowadays the

remaining stronghold of the Small Heath in Cheshire is in the Pennine foothills where

there were significant counts of 29 along Cumberland Brook (Wildboarclough) on 17
th

June and 109 at Bakestonedale Moor (Pott Shrigley) on 1
st
 July.  Elsewhere in the county

numbers tend to be much lower than a few years ago, especially along the Wirral coast

where the only double-figure counts were of 16 at Meols Common on 14
th

 July and 11 on

cliffs by the Dee Sailing Club on 14
th

 July.  Elsewhere the only notable count was at

Englesea-brook with 31 on 26
th

 June.

Late September records are unusual in Cheshire, but this year there were reports from

several localities with the latest at Chorlton on the 24
th

 and Greasby on the 25
th

.

The following Table shows the fluctuating pattern of sightings over the last six years:-
Year Tetrad records Wirral tetrads Cheshire Plain

tetrads

Pennine

tetrads

Total sightings

2001 20 9 6 5 226

2002 15 7 4 4 126

2003 35 10 8 17 348

2004 24 6 5 13 237

2005 21 6 9 6 322

2006 27 9 7 11 400

EARLIEST  AND  LATEST  SIGHTINGS  IN  CHESHIRE  &  WIRRAL

Over-wintering butterflies (the Brimstone, Red Admiral, Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and Comma)

can occasionally be disturbed from hibernation during the period from 1
st
 December to 28

th

February and these sightings have, therefore, been omitted from this list.

Species Earliest Locality Latest Locality

Small Skipper 5 June 97 Chester 10 Oct 95 Fiddler’s Ferry

Large Skipper 25 May 97 Moreton 20 Aug 95 Ashton’s Flash

Dingy Skipper 23 Apr 03 Ashton’s Flash 30 June 96 Ashton’s Flash

Clouded Yellow 11 May 06 Heswall 1 Nov 06 Woolston Eyes

Large White 18 Mar 05 Shavington 2 Nov 95 Heswall

Small White 17 Mar 99 Barnston 30 Oct 06 Woolston Eyes

Green-veined White 17 Mar 03 Holmes Chapel 18 Oct 97 Parkgate

Orange Tip 13 Mar 00 Nantwich 27 July 90 Hilbre Island

Green Hairstreak 4 Apr 02 Saltersley Moss 22 July 94 Red Rocks Marsh

Purple Hairstreak 17 June 06 Chester 11 Sept 00 Newgate

White-letter Hairstreak 16 June 06 Chester 26 Aug 84 Hatchmere

Small Copper 31 Mar 04 Newgate, Wilmslow 12 Nov 03 Heswall

Long-tailed Blue 12 Jul 06 Huntington 12 Jul 06 Huntington



25

Silver-studded Blue 15 June 03 Thurstaston 14 Aug 96 Thurstaston

Common Blue 16 Apr 93 Ditton 23 Oct 01 Delamere Forest

Holly Blue 22 Mar 99 Crewe 23 Oct 05 Wallasey

White Admiral 29 Jun 04 Woolstonwood 27 Jul 04 Alsager

Painted Lady 24 Mar 05 Audlem 9 Nov 06 Chester Zoo

Camberwell Beauty 12 Mar 77 Thurstaston 12 Sept 99 Birchwood

Small Pearl-bordered F. 26 May 92 Delamere Forest 22 July 91 Delamere Forest

Dark Green Fritillary 12 June 96 Caldy Nature Park 24 Aug 90 Alderley Park

Silver-washed Fritillary 16 July 95 Knutsford Heath 25 Aug 06 Macclesfield Forest

Speckled Wood 19 Mar 98 Wimbolds Trafford 1 Nov 01 New Ferry

Wall 3 Apr 90 Holmes Chapel 29 Oct 95 Marbury C.P.

Marbled White 7 June 82 Bromborough 21 Aug 94 Little Budworth

Grayling 15 June 06 Ashton’s Flash 23 Sept 94 Hilbre Island

Gatekeeper 31 May 95 Thurstaston 25 Oct 97 Fiddler’s Ferry

Meadow Brown 25 May 95 Fiddler’s Ferry 10 Oct 94 Chester

Ringlet 20 June 05 Wych Valley 10 Aug 05 Weston

Small Heath 11 May 82 Moreton 28 Sept 92 Meols

Monarch Sept 49 Broughton 5 Oct 99 Nantwich

CHESHIRE BUTTERFLY  RECORDING  SCHEME STATISTICS

The following statistics show the amount of recording work undertaken each year since

the formation of the Cheshire & Peak District branch of Butterfly Conservation:-

Year Species

seen

Contributors Tetrads

covered

Species per

recorded

tetrad

Total

sightings

1985 26 31 162 5.9 1,304

1986 26 36 127 6.6 1,306

1987 28 37 135 6.6 1,379

1988 25 37 93 6.5 1,229

1989 25 30 113 5.7 1,277

1990 26 46 233 5.5 2,473

1991 27 50 289 5.6 2,872

1992 31 87 287 6.9 4,292

1993 27 76 216 7.7 3,202

1994 30 126 578 8.3 9,657

1995 31 118 610 7.8 12,589

1996 29 130 567 8.1 13,215

1997 30 129 564 6.1 13,290

1998 29 130 438 5.9 9,394

1999 31 131 414 6.1 10,832

2000 31 133 354 7.5 13,040

2001 29 131 334 7.6 11,042
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2002 30 129 378 6.5 11,822

2003 32 144 444 7.7 16,829

2004 31 129 338 7.2 10,936

2005 31 129 354 7.3 10,903

2006 33 144 379 8.0 15,542

Total 36 - 689 16.9 178,425

Small Heath by Ben Smart
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BUTTERFLY  CONSERVATION

CHESHIRE  &  PEAK  DISTRICT  BRANCH

This branch of Butterfly Conservation was established in 1985 with the aim of

promoting the conservation of butterflies and moths, together with their

habitats, in Cheshire, Wirral, South Manchester and the Peak District.  It

promotes its activities at local shows and conservation fairs, carries out

research and recording work, arranges talks and slide shows to interested

bodies and is actively involved in supporting the work of other conservation

groups.  Members also take a leading role in respect of the Cheshire

Biodiversity Action Plan that works towards protecting the habitats of some of

our most endangered butterflies.

If you wish to help in the above aims, or require further information, please

contact George Martin, 27 Daresbury Close, Holmes Chapel, Cheshire CW4

7HN.  Telephone: 01477 532888.

www.butterfly-conservation.com

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION (Company limited by Guarantee).

Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset BH20 5QP.

Registered in England No. 2206468 – Registered Charity No. 254937.


